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Malaysia: Official Partner Country of ITB Berlin 2019
Malaysia and World’s Leading Travel Trade Show® announce an official
partnership for 2019 edition
The Malaysian Ministry of Tourism and Culture and ITB Berlin have announced that
the South East Asian nation will be the show’s Official Partner Country in 2019.
Announcing the reasoning behind the country’s choice of year, YB Dato' Seri
Mohamed Nazri bin Abdul Aziz, Minister of Tourism and Culture for Malaysia
explained, “Our long-term target is to achieve 36 million tourist arrivals and RM168
billion (Euro 37.1 billion) in receipts by the year 2020, based on the Malaysia Tourism
Transformation Plan. Building up to this year will be very much like a ‘crescendo’,
which is why we wanted to plan a major partnership with ITB Berlin in 2019.”
The Minister signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) solidifying the
partnership during an informal ceremony at ITB Berlin 2017. Then, along with Head of
ITB Berlin, David Ruetz, at a ceremony at ITB China on 11 May 2017, the signing of
the official contract took place at 11am.
“Malaysia has had a very serious presence at ITB Berlin for many years, and we have
been very impressed by the development of this nation’s tourism offering. While
negotiations are still under way with several “suitors” for the 2018 edition – and the
partner will be announced shortly, we are happy to work on this longer-term plan with
our Malaysian friends,” said David Ruetz, Head of ITB Berlin from Messe Berlin.
YB Dato' Seri Mohamed Nazri bin Abdul Aziz, Minister of Tourism and Culture for
Malaysia added, “ITB Berlin is truly a global platform from which we can give our
message to the world like no other. This will strongly underline our sustainable
tourism strategy, which we believe will be key to the future of our nation, its people
and our economy in the long term. This partnership also serves to underline the
strong ties between Malaysia and Europe, and our firm will to take this wonderful
relationship to an even higher level.”
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The 2019 Official Partner Country project is part of a much broader plan by Malaysia
to increase awareness of the natural and human assets of the country over the next
years. Kinabalu National Park and Gunung Mulu National Park in Malaysian Borneo
and George Town cities and the archaeological heritage of the Lenggong Valley are
four of the UNESCO designated World Heritage sites in Malaysia that will be
highlighted. By the same token, the incredible variety of cultures and peoples that one
encounters while travelling from one part of Malaysia to another are a key to the
attractiveness of the destination.
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As the partner country of ITB Berlin 2019 Malaysia will organise the opening
ceremony on 5 March 2019 in the CityCube Berlin. From 6 to 10 March 2019 at ITB
Berlin, Malaysia will fascinate visitors with a colourful programme of events.
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ITB Berlin 2018 will take place from Wednesday to Sunday, 7 to 11 March. From
Wednesday to Friday ITB Berlin is open to trade visitors only. ITB Berlin is the World’s
Leading Travel Trade Show. In 2017 a total of 10,000 companies and organisations
from 184 countries exhibited their products and services to around 169,000 visitors,
who included 109,000 trade visitors. Parallel with the show the ITB Berlin Convention,
the largest event of its kind, will be held from Wednesday, 7 to Saturday, 10 March
2018. Admission to the ITB Berlin Convention is free for trade visitors and exhibitors.
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More details are available at www.itb-berlin.com, www.itb-convention.com and at ITB
Social Media Newsroom.
You may obtain your accreditation for ITB Berlin 2018 from November 2017 at
www.itb-berlin.com/Press/Accreditation/.
Join the ITB Press Network at www.linkedin.com.
Become a fan of ITB Berlin at www.facebook.com/ITBBerlin.
Follow ITB Berlin on www.twitter.com/ITB_Berlin.
Get the latest updates from the Social Media Newsroom at newsroom.itbberlin.de/en.
You can find press releases on the internet at www.itb-berlin.com under the section
heading Press / Press Releases. Make use of our information service and subscribe
to our RSS feeds.
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